CONGRATULATIONS on successfully completing the CPST certification course! 

You can find your certificate and wallet card on your Safe Kids Profile https://cert.safekids.org/log
Whether obtaining your certification was job-related or a personal venture, technicians use their certification in many ways. There are those who conduct presentations, classes, trainings, and provide education at public events like health fairs, school activities, etc. Some technicians strictly do car seat checks; either by appointment or at a community seat check event. 

As a reminder, your certification will last two years, and you can begin the recertification process at any time. We encourage you to get involved, work with seasoned technicians, and begin educating your community as soon as possible. Our most successful technicians are those who start participating and using their skills shortly after completing their certification course. So, we hope to work with you soon!

Here are some resources to help you get started:
· Create a National Digital Check Form (NDCF) account to document your seat checks: https://www.cpsboard.org/ndcf/digital-user-guide/. Washington technicians use the National Digital Check Form (NDCF) for all car seat checks. 
· Follow primary source or reputable social media for tech information and certification related information. (Live webinar announcements are often posted here) Facebook: “National CPS Certification” and “National Child Passenger Safety Board”
· Attend live webinars (www.cpsboard.org/webinars) or watch recorded webinars, earn CEU’s and Community Education hours. (Do not wait until your certification is about to lapse to start this process; give yourself plenty of time to complete your recertification requirements.) You can locate opportunities through the CPS Learning Portal: https://carseateducation.org/
· If you are unable to find a local CPST Instructor or Tech Proxy to observe your seat checks for sign-offs, ask us for assistance or request a virtual sign-off at: https://www.safety-connection.org/technician/
· Visit and bookmark the Washington Child Passenger Safety Program website for information, resources, etc: https://wacarseats.com/. Along with posters and graphics there is a link to the state printer website where you can order free car seat safety brochures in various languages. 
· Promptly record CEUs and seat sign-offs in your Safe Kids Profile https://cert.safekids.org/log and be sure to keep records/documentation, in case of an audit.

Please reach out, ask questions, and use your support system!

You are welcome and encouraged to attend events in your region as you continue to gain experience as a technician. Be sure to contact the event coordinator ahead of time to make sure they have capacity for you. Your instructor team can provide contact information, if you need it. 

I have included your fellow classmates in this email. Keep in touch with each other
Below is contact information for your instructor team:
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Periodically, you will be receiving important updates with the WA CPS Newsletter attached. Be sure to read it in its entirety. It will have valuable information from Cesi Velez, Project Manager for Washington’s Child Passenger Safety Program, velezc@cobl.us, 253-447-3257. Also, if you would like to be included on the www.wacarseats.com site for car seat check services in your area, contact Cesi Velez. She may be able to help supply tools needed to provide the service. 

Your region’s Target Zero Manager (TZM) is also a valuable resource. They are regional traffic safety professionals who coordinate local efforts to eliminate all traffic fatalities and serious injuries. To find your TZM visit https://wtsc.wa.gov/target-zero-managers/


(you can personalize the closing if you wish)
